[The overexpression of c-met oncogene correlation with gastric mucosal lesion].
To determine whether there is a relationship between overexpression of c-met oncoprotein and stage of human gastric mucosal lesions, and its significance. Immunohistochemical staining was used in 157 cases of endoscopic biopsies with c-met monoclonal antibody, S-19, which was raised against the human c-met gene product. overexpresion of c-met oncoprotein was detected in 3/30 cases (10%) of superficial gastritis, 4/33 cases (12.1%) of chronic atrophic gastritis, 10/31 cases (32.3%) of intestinal mataplasia, 10/30 cases (33.3%) of dysplasia, and 10/30 cases (33.3%) of gastric carcinoma. The positive staining rate was higher in intestinal mataplasia (54.8%), dysplasia (56.7%), carcinoma (53.3%) than in two kinds of simple chronic gastritis (P < 0.05). The positive staining was obviously located in luminal membrane of mucosal cells. The positive cells were mainly situated in proliferative cell zone of gastric glands. Moreover, the weak staining only in this zone was shown in two of the three normal mucosa. The overexpression of c-met may be involved in proliferation of gastric mucosa. It is possible that persistent overexpression of c-met oncoprotein is associated with the malignant transformation of gastric mucosal cells.